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THE EVENING

By JAMES DOYLE
Star Staff Writer

‘|says e will seek the speaker-
isnip of the House next January
|to assure that John W. McCor-
mack’s leadership is challenged.

Udall’s announcement was the
latest indication of growing dis-
satisfaction among House Demo-
crats.

In an interview yesterday he
said he would be a candidate
unless another strong challeng-
er, such as Majority Leader
Carl Albert of Oklahoma,
egreed to take on the fight.

Udall was a last-minute candi-
date against McCormack in
January 1969, and received 58
votes. He needed 122 to win.

In that case McCormack had
circulated a letter seeking
pledges of loyalty to his leader-
ship when there appeared to be
no challenger. Udall feels this
cut his votes to a bare mini-
mum.

Won’t Join Waldie

He is confident that next year
the question of leadership suc-
cession will be more open than it
has been in generations. He
notes that in modern times a
sitting speaker has never been
scriously challenged.

. At the same time Udall re-
i fused to join the incipient revolu-
tion announced yesterday by
Rep. Jerome Waldie of Califor-

no-confidence in the McCormack
leadership for the House Demo-
cratic caucus scheduled for Feb.
18.

- I think you strengthen the

speaker by attacks of this kind,"”
Udall said. “Many members
haven’t made up their minds
about the next speaker, but if
they are forced to choose sides
in the middle of this session,

{_Rep. Morris K. Udall, D-Ariz)
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—R@P- Udall Plans 71 Bid|
For McCormack’s Post |

they will choose the sittin
speaker.”

Technically the speaker

g
is

although minority party mem-
bers traditionally vote for the
man chosen by the majority.

Democrats but a majority of the
435-member House.

“I think we should get behind
the speaker and work with him
until November, and then try for
a new man,” Udall said.

Albert His First Choice

His first choice would be Al-
bert, who said recently he would
not be a candidate. ‘“Carl Albert
would beat McCormack if he
ran,” Udall said, arguing that
Albert could change his mind
after the November elections if

is out in the open.

“If there is a stronger candi-
date around I would get behind
him,” Udall said. But he admit-

elected by the full membership, |-

However, this means that to;

unsea a speaker would re-| will have little bearing on the
quire not just a majority of.

the revolt against McCormack| o
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rights questions and scme other
issues where he has consistently
voted with the Southern ble.
The Arizona congressman, a
younger brother of former Inte-
ricr Secretary Stewart Udall,
said he was not formally an-
nouncing his candidacy now be-
cause it is premature. “It’s time
' for jockeying and conversatior.
i :now,” he said, and for an an-
rouncement ‘‘shortly after the
" elections.”
‘| The recent indictment of Mc-
Cormack aide Martin Sweig for
alleged misuse of his position

‘ Tfight, according to Udall. “I've
?] never talked to a member who

thinks John McCormack is less
sithen completely honest,” he
. said.

-1 New View of Job

. The real issue, he said, is th2
1 view from the speaker’s ros-
jt trum. “Under Sam Rayburz and
..l men like Cannon and Longworti
S!this was the second most pove -
«| ful cffice in the country,” ke
’ ‘{said.

¢! po 1
. be a presiding office

\

See UDALL, Page A-6

ted to some reservations ahoitt
one frequently mentioned name,
that of Ways and Means Chair-
man Wilbur Mills of Arkansas.

Udall said he would have to be
. convinced that Mills was going
nia, who has proposed a vote of to change his outlook on civil

Continued From Page A-1|

party in office.”

1
N

“John McCormack’s view of
his office is a mew ome. Le hgpefal this motion will cause
deesn’t view it as his job totale any to think the untiimieble
sitions. It seems his view iS ‘0 2nd do the undoahlc.”

r who schel-;
_'ules bills and allows debate, who, -
provides a rallying point for the: 7 b o

T Siimilar Complaints

ToeThis s qust ene  thingl)
thougn,” Cdall said. “The Dern-
oerats think they have been
made to needlessly walk ibe
plank scveral times.”™ -

Waldie’s complaizts witl: Ale-
Cormack are similar. hu! e s
unwilling to wait unlil the next
orfjanization vote, in Jamuary |
1671,

He circulated a letter te fhe
245 Hcuse Democrats suying he
will offer this propesal at the
Fcb. 18 caucus: “Resolved, that
this Democratic caucus expross-
es a lack of confideree in tho
present House Demeeratic load-
ersaip.”

That represents an atfack ¢nt
iMeCormack, Albert and Whipy
| Hale Boggs of Louisiana as well.

Waldie said his discantent bee
gan in earnest when the Demo-
“cratic leadership pushed throughy
the pro-Nixon Vielnar resoiu-!
tion. He said that it was nol
rezlly an endorscment of the
Nizon policies, and the vider-
.ship sheuld have made it ¢lear.

He said his resalution s
doomed to failurc “hut T am

“Xo one really loohs te the
ouse or its lesdersuip as an|
| iy or as hope ir t?r.i;g
i ‘ryine peried for cur ceuniry,

In this regard Udall admitted) vwaidio said.
| that one issue that rankled many
members was McCormack’s usc|,

of the leadership to heip Rcp.|”
James Wright, D-Tex., to brizg
before the House a resolutisn
widely interpreted as a vote of
confidence on President Nixon’s

Vietnam policies.
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